
When reading any historical work, one’s “first 

concern should be not with the facts it contains 

but with the historian who wrote it…By and large, 

the historian will get the kinds of facts he wants.”

 
    ….Edward Hallett Carr



Israel and Palestine









Semites, Canaanites, Jews and Palestinians

Zionism

Early Jewish and Palestinian struggles

UN Partition Plans

Israeli Independence
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Who are the Semites?
Where did they come from?



The Last Glacial Period (the Ice Age) hit its maximum 
about 20,000 years ago.

Climate Timeline

Pleistocene
Pliocene

Messinian



Homo Sapien “cave men” began about 350,000 BC.

Homo Erectus, Heidelberg Man, etc.

20261.85M BC

Homo Sapiens

Ice Age350,000 BC
Neanderthals

7.25M BC

Human Timeline

Pleistocene Holocene



Human diaspora before the Ice Age.

Homo Sapiens 

originate, 

350,000 BC.

100,000 BC..

100,000 BC. 60,000 BC.

40,000 BC.

40,000 BC.

Homo Sapiens 

Neanderthals 



The Ice Age (40,000 BC - 13,000 BC).



The Ice Age (40,000 BC - 13,000 BC)
Homo Sapiens develop spoken languages



Who are the 
Canaanites?



Expansion after the Ice Age (13,000 BC)

Amalekites



Homo Erectus, Heidelberg Man, etc.

20261.85M BC

Homo Sapiens

Ice Age350,000 BC
Neanderthals



Family--Tribal 
Beginning



Clan--Tribal Growth



Tribal Formation



National Formation

King



Pre-historic migration (12,000 BC – 1,000 AD)

Hittites



Origin of the Jews:
Abraham



Abram, cir. 1800 BC



Anatolia
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Abram migrates from Ur to Chaldea, to Hebron

Mecca.



Canaan at the time of Abraham

Jericho

Shechem

Beersheba



God speaks to Abram, 
by Carolsfeld,



Abram entertains the angels, 
by Rembrandt



Abraham’s sacrifice, 
by Rembrandt



Isaac’s family 



Egypt



Israel’s family moves to Egypt to escape a drought in 
Canaan, about 1700 BC.

Israel
(Jacob)



The Great Pyramid, built around 2,800 - 2,500 BC
(before the Israelites came to Egypt).



Goshen

Pharaoh and family
---
Court, Priests
---
Scribes, governors, architects, 
engineers, military officers
---
Government overseers of 
worksites
---
Artisans, merchants, craftsmen,
doctors, tomb builders
===
Farmers
---
Shepherds, butchers
---
Morticians
---
Slaves, criminals





Canaanite city-states.  Map by Jason Abdale.



Exodus



Route of the Exodus

Jericho

Philistines



The Battle of Jericho, the first Canaanite 
city to fall to the Hebrews.



Adam Abraham    David
              Moses  

Genesis
400 yrs
In Egypt



Israel



The Hebrew tribes
After the conquest
Of Canaan,
1200 – 1022 B.C.



Written vs. 
oral history



Israel united
Into a single
Kingdom under
Kings Saul, David 
and Solomon,
1022 – 933 B.C.



The two
Kingdoms,
after Solomon,
until the 
Assyrian 
conquest,
933 – 722 B.C.





Hasmonean
Kingdom of Israel,
Between the 
Greek and Roman
conquests
152 B.C. – 63 B.C.



The Roman Empire



Roman Provinces
of Galilee, Samaria
and Judea, under
Herod, appointed 
King of the Jews,
37 – 4 B.C.



Christian Era





Jesus



70 AD.  Second temple destroyed by Roman Emperor Titus.



132 AD.  Jewish Bar Khokba revolt defeated by 
Roman Emperor Hadrian.



135 AD, The Diaspora.
Hadrian’s Roman legions drive the Jews out 
of Jerusalem and Judea after 1,300 years.

Edom

Arabia



Roman Judea and 
Samaria before 135 AD

Roman and Byzantine
Palaestina 135 AD – 
636 AD

.
Aelia Capitolinia
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The Muslim
Period





Muhammad
Born 570 AD, into the 
Hashemite clan of the 

Quraish tribe,
In Mecca



Hebron

Jeddah

Baghdad

Babylon

Alexandria

621, Al Isra’ and Al Mi’raj.
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Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif



Al-Aqsa Mosque.  
Built by Umayyad Caliph al-Walid,701 AD



The Birth of Zionism



135 AD, The Diaspora.
Hadrian’s Roman legions drive the Jews out 
of Jerusalem and Judea after 1,300 years.

Edom

Arabia



The Diaspora, 1100 -1600
Europeans expel Jewish populations.

1496

1492

Netherlands1290

1308
1321
1394

Syria

1360

1360

1349

Egypt

1016
1350

1445
1495

1348
1510
1551

1159
   1494

1421





Theodor Herzl, founder of Zionism



Protocols of the Learned Elders of Zion



Jews on selection ramp at Auschwitz, May 1944



Late 1800s – 1910s, Ashkenazi Jewish 
immigration—Political Zionism



World War I



Greece

EGYPT
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X
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empire
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Early World War I
Ottoman Empire decisively defeats the British Empire at Gallipoli and Kut, 

defeats the Russian Empire in Armenia



Emir Sherif
Hussein,
Mecca

Sir Henry McMahon, 
Cairo

Prince 
Abdallah

The Hussein-McMahon Correspondence



Sykes-Picot Agreement

Francois Georges-Picot
,France

Sir Mark Sykes
England
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Arthur James Balfour Chaim Weizman



Arthur James Balfour



Greece

EGYPT

Sudan

Prince
Faisal

T. E.
Lawrence

General
Edmund
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British troops, under General Allenby, enter Jerusalem, Dec. 11, 1917



Prince Faisal enters Damascus, October, 1918
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The Middle East at the end of World War I
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Israel and Palestine
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